Saturday & Sunday June 18th & 19th, 2022
COLVIN CREW RECOVRY No. 36
Crown Point State Historic Site, New York
Lake Champlain

a REPORT - by Jim Schaller
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The Colvin Crew’s “Recovery No. 36” was at the Crown Point State Historic Site – on Lake Champlain.
( In April, 1998, on Recovery No. 3, and in April, 2019, on Recovery No. 34, the Crown Point Lighthouse
was visited, and the U. S. Coast Survey’s stone baseline monument “Crown Point North” was recovered.)
This time was different. On each day, at 1:00 P.M. ‐ in the Crown Point museum’s auditorium,
I did a 45 min. PowerPoint presentation on “ Verplanck Colvin, and the Adirondack Survey – its beginning
at Lake Champlain ( 1872 ‐ 1878 ), and the U.S. Coast Survey’s mapping of the lake ( 1870 ‐ 1872 )”
Following that, was a walking tour by the Park’s manager Lisa Polet, and myself.
The event was advertised in the Park’s online newsletter, and in local media.
So, others also attended the presentation, and were on the walking tour. – Jim Schaller
A special thanks go out to the Park’s manager ‐ Lisa Polet, for all she did to
make this event come together: her input on the new Historical Marker;
her designing the new Historical panel; for reserving the auditorium in the
museum building for us; and guiding us on the walking tour. Her staff also
enlarged the clearing at the U.S.C.S. Crown Point North monument.
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Colvin Crew Recovery No. 36
Crown Point State Historic Site
June 18th ‐ 19th, 2022
COLVIN CREW members attending:
(SATURDAY):
Jim & Bonnie Schaller
Pat Wells
C. Donald Carpenter, & Art Carpenter
Jim & Peg Jennings
Jeff Storey
Kaleb Winters
(SUNDAY):
Jeff Storey (program only)
Dave Ware
Justin Rathman & his family:
Kim Rathman (wife),
Molly & Tyler (children)

After the program
in the Museum’s
auditorium on Saturday,
Pat Wells, and
Jim & Peg Jennings left.
The remaining crew
members, and some other
folks then went on the
walking tour.
(C. Donald Carpenter stayed
back during the tour).
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On this map of Crown Point is marked our walking tour – for both days.
We began with a talk by Lisa ‐ on the history of old Fort St. Fredrick.
Then, we took the path under the Lake Champlain Bridge ‐ where there
were historic panels on the old ferry crossing, and the old, and new bridges.
Then we stopped at the Lighthouse. From there ‐ through the campground
– to the old Light Infantry Redoubt (more history!). Then, the new Historic
Plaque ‐ unveiling & dedication. Finally – to the U.S.C.S. Crown Point North
Baseline monument. We took trails back to the road, and to the Museum.

PowerPoint program slide No. 15
Sta. Crown Point Lighthouse
( from Colvin’s 2nd Report, 1873 )
At the Crown Point Lighthouse
(Champlain Memorial) Lisa gave
a history of the Lighthouse, and
features of the Champlain
Memorial. Several of the group
then climbed the stairs up to the
observation platform.

Champlain Memorial;
view from the top; and
original circular stone
steps up to the top.

Lisa gives a brief history of the Crown
Point Lighthouse, and the Champlain
Memorial to our group.

Some of the group peering
over the observation wall.
( The upper “balcony” that
Colvin used, isn’t open to
the public.)

We got to the old
“Light Infantry Redoubt”
and Lisa told its story.
Then, up the road to the
New “Historical Marker”

The new Historic Plaque, soon after
it was “unveiled” & dedicated

Lisa Polet, Colvin Crew & others, (photo by Bonnie Schaller)

The new Historic Plaque arrived just a few days before our event.
The Park staff dug the hole, set the pipe, and filled it with
concrete on Friday, June 17th, later setting the sign on it.
On the morning of Sat. June 18th, we covered it with paper for
the dedication later that day!
“Down to the wire”!
We’d like to thank Brian Magee of the Colvin Crew ‐ who
provided us with the highway plans – so the new sign would
be set just off the Highway’s Right‐of‐Way.
Also, Catskill Castings, which , despite a backlog of orders, still
got the new sign, and post made, and to Crown Point in time !

Jim & Bonnie Schaller

Lisa & Jim

PowerPoint program ‐ slide No. 27
From the new Historic Marker , we
walked down the old “Farm Road” for ¼ mile.
Then ‐ right ‐ through a newly widened path
to a clearing (also much cleared out).
There we had clear access to the
“Crown Point North” monument, and the two
U.S.C.&.G.S. Reference discs ‐ set in 1943.
Soon, we began our return, following trails
back to the museum, and parking lot.
A new “Historic panel”
‐ to be framed, and on
a post – wasn’t ready
yet, so a facsimile
banner was made up,
and put between two
trees for us to see.
Designed by Lisa Polet,
it tells the story of
Adirondack history,
Verplanck Colvin, and
the Adirondack Survey

U.S. Coast Survey
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U.S.C.& G.S.
Reference disc No 1,
1943, and our
group in the clearing.

Sunday, June 19th, 2022 ( Colvin Crew Recovery No. 36, day 2 )
Jeff Storey, who stayed over nearby, again attended my PowerPoint program at 1:00 PM on Sunday.
Also – Dave Ware, and Justin Rathman (and his family) attended the program. Afterwards, Jeff decided to head home.
So, for the walking tour, it was Dave, Justin, and his family, and another couple that joined Lisa, Bonnie, and me.
The walking route was the same as Saturday, (without the marker dedication.) At that location, I did recite some
passages from Colvin’s Seward Mountain report – (from the last two pages on the preservation of the Adirondack forests).
Again, after the visit to the Crown Point North clearing, all made their way back to the parking lot by the Crown Point museum.
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IN CONCLUSION ‐ Recovery No. 36 ‐ on the
150th ANNIVERSARY of the beginning of the ADIRONDACK SURVEY
( 1872 – 2022 ) ‐ at Crown Point ‐ on Lake Champlain
And the Legacy of Verplanck Colvin, the Adirondack Survey, and the Colvin Crew
are now etched on a solid cast iron Historical Marker at Crown Point !
Report Respectfully Submitted ‐ Jim Schaller
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