RECOVERY #24
A report on the activities of the Colvin Crew
In Hamilton, Essex and Warren Counties.
April 28 & 29, 2012
Having been almost a year to the day since our last
recovery, it was time to shake the dust off and perform an
ambitious recovery to some of our namesakes long lost points.
The weekend’s recovery was split into four separate trips:
Saturday:
1. A hike to the summit of Blue Ledges in Hamilton Co.
2. A short hike to the summit of Bennett Hill in Warren Co
Sunday:
1. A hike to the summit of Hewitt Pond Mtn. in Essex Co.
2. A short hike to the summit of Mahlon Hill in Essex Co.
The crew would expend twenty± hours in pursuit of this
recovery over the course of two days.
An incomplete history of V. Colvin’s activities:----------------This “tri-county” area of the Adirondacks was
extensively surveyed by Colvin towards the end of his tenure as
Superintendent of the New York State Survey. Most of these
“second order” points were established between 1895 – 1897,
acting as a connection between the local boundary line traverses
and his primary triangulation network on the higher mountains.
Based upon the copies of V. Colvin’s field notes that
fellow crewmember Les Denison had been gracious enough to
supply me with some years ago and Colvin’s 1896 report to the
State legislators for the year 18951, a rough time line can be
constructed.
October 25, 1895 ------- Dissatisfied with the current state of
work being undertaken in this area and the failure of the surveyor in charge to find evidence of the original
lines, Colvin proceeds directly from Albany to North River to examine this area personally. Upon arriving late
in the evening at the North River Hotel, he makes the following discovery, “I surprised the entire engineer
corps and survey party comfortable ensconced in the village hotel. This was quite contrary to my orders, as the
expense of a large corps of men at such a place of transient entertainment is to be avoided, not only on account
of the rates, but on the failure of discipline which arises from taking men from their camp, where each knows
the duty he has to perform. I reprimanded the assistant and ordered him to go at once into camp ---- and hasten
forward the work”2
October 26, 1895 ------- Colvin organizes a small party to search for useable tower locations in this section and
after inspecting a number of unsuitable peaks, crosses O.K. Slip Brook and heads northwesterly to Blue Ledges.
Upon arrival at the tower which had been set up earlier in the year, Colvin makes a round of observations to
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See the “Crews News” article on our website for details on how to access these reports.
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1896 Report for the year 1895, Page 118.

distant peaks such as Cedar, Polaris, Prospect Rock, Apia (Beaver) and Dunk to name a few.3 Additionally, he
notices for the first time Kettle Mtn. and decides to have a signal placed thereon.4

Kettle Mtn.

October 28, 1895 ------- Colvin climbs Bennett Hill to see if it can
be of any use in connecting the interior lines of Township 14. He
decides to have a signal erected here and also on nearby Ruby
Mtn.5
January 18-28, 1896 ------ The survey party is kept busy
rebuilding the recently completely Bennett Hill signal and taking
observations tying in the nearby boundary lines to the primary
triangulation network.6
July 23 - August 8, 1897, Mahlon Hill.------ Charles W. Comstock
(observer) and Charles F. Wheaton (recorder) are spinning
multiple sets of horizontal and vertical angles to the abovementioned peaks utilizing the N.Y.S.S. 8 inch theodolite marked
No. 1 and fill up three field books with readings7. Of note is the
height above the “lettered surface of the station bolt” of 29.1 feet
for the apex of the tower tripod and 40.4 feet for the top of the
center pole.
I have little information for Hewitt Pond Mtn. other than the above
referenced angles being turned to it from Venison Mtn. and the
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sketch shown herewith from the 1897 report. A safe assumption can be made that a tower was in place prior to
July 23, 1897.
------------------ Recovery Notes of the “Colvin Crew” ---------------Saturday, April 28, 2012:
Fifteen members of the Colvin Crew, including
the superintendent, assembled at the camp of fellow crew
member Jim Jennings at 9:00 am. The weather was cool
and windy with clear skies making for perfect hiking
conditions as the black flies would not be bothering us
today.
A half hour drive ensued to our starting point on
the shores of Huntley Pond, located on the southerly side
of the Northwood’s Club Road. After about an hour or so
hike of 2± miles over gently rolling terrain, we approached
the area known as the Hudson River Gorge. With the roar
of the river rising from below, we descended to the
Crew headquarters for the weekend
northerly shoreline. Directly across the river from us were
the famous Blue Ledges and our goal for this trip. By prior arrangement, Pete Burns and his wife Diana from
Beaver Brook Outfitters had rafted down the river in an oar frame from Indian Lake to meet us and ferry us
across the river. Due to the size of our group, two trips
were necessary to transport us across the river. A faint
trail leading up and out of the gorge on the southerly
side of the river was quickly found and after a short
climb of about a quarter of a mile, we reached the high
ground at the top of Blue Ledges. The summit area
was found to be mostly level with three or four areas
of higher ground. While
the Superintendent busied
himself searching the first
of these “higher areas” a
voice rang through the
“Boat Team One” fording the Hudson River with Blue Ledges in the background
woods exclaiming “I’ve
got wire”. I knew what
that meant. The crew immediately converged on the location of interest and sure
enough, there was Patti Brooks proudly pointing to what she had discovered, a wire
hoop used for tying down the leg of a tower sticking up out of the duff. Within short
order, we had recovered all three ring bolts and zeroed in on the stations center. A 6”- 8” layer of duff had
accumulated since Colvin’s visit of 116 years ago. The area was carefully excavated to reveal the standard drill
hole. Darn no bolt again.8 While standing over the station mark, our newest
members9 were welcomed into the crew and given
their “Stanhelio” membership pin. Within the next
two hours we were back at our vehicles and on our
way to the next adventure.
Having not scouted out the location of
Bennett Hill in advance, the crew drove to the area
in question as determined by the Superintendents
Blue Ledge drill hole
USGS station “Burgey”
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angle plotting’s. To our good fortune, an agreeable landowner was quickly found who lead us to the top of a
small knoll about a quarter of a mile or so from his residence where a USGS disk was found, possible marking
the former location of Colvin’s point.10 A brief visit was then made to North River to look for Bolt 132, but
with it now going on 6:00 pm, the search was cut short and the day’s recovery was concluded.
Upon arrival back at our lodgings, the crew enjoyed an excellent “pot luck” dinner complete with
appetizers, imported adult beverages and homemade cake for dessert. Lights out at 11:00 pm.
Sunday, April 29, 2012
The day broke clear and crisp again. With the comings
and goings of various members, we would now number twenty
two for our trip to Hewitt Pond Mtn. After about a 45 minute
drive, we found ourselves at the residence of Pete Taylor,
Caretaker for the Hewitt Pond Club property.
We were then introduced to Bill Killon and his support
crew who would be filming us for a documentary on Verplanck
Colvin that he is producing.11 The Caretaker then led us across
the clearing and started us on the trail we should follow to the
summit. After about an hour or so hike with the last portion
being fairly steep, the crew emerged onto the heavily wooded
summit. In the middle of the trail, a lone eye bolt and stone cairn
The caretakers clearing with Hewitt Pond Mtn. in background
was encountered. Three more eye bolts were soon located and
after intersecting a string line between these bolts, the center point appeared to reside under an eight inch
hemlock tree and its associated root system. Many old nails were found but the tree proved to be too much of an
obstacle for us. The Superintendent called off the
excavation and we ate lunch on the top of an exposed rock
ledge admiring the southerly view.
During our return to the caretakers clearing, our
guide for the next portion of the day’s activities found us
after scaling the steep southerly face of Hewitt Pond
Mountain. Finding that we had already departed the
summit, he double timed it on the decent and caught up to
us when we were just about out of the woods. Many of
you may remember Bill Brannon from his exploits on
Polaris Mtn. of two years ago, wherein Bill uncovered the
Hewitt Pond with Gore Mtn. in the distance
line bolt set by his relative (Orson P. Morse) while in the
12
employ of V. Colvin. After a short drive south on
Rt. 28 N, we next found ourselves at the home of the gentleman that owned
Mahlon Hill. Thanks to Bill Brannon previously securing permission for access,
we were ready to tackle this last objective for the day. A short hike of about a
half mile ensued to the summit. There in perfect condition was Bolt No. 260
along with its’ associated eye bolts and wire hoops.
Due to the exertions of our newest member Carter O’Gorman in carrying
V. Colvin’s tripod all day, we were able to set up Colvin’s personal compass
over the mark and reenact for the film crew the recording of preliminary
observations from this important station. C. Donald Carpenter, Jr. found himself
in the role of Mr. Colvin with Art Carpenter as his trusted note keeper.
The remaining crew members formed a ring around this reenactment and
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provided a proud backdrop for the occasion. WOW! Colvin’s actual compass set up over an original Colvin bolt
and being used just as it had been 116± years before.
With the reenactment and filming completed, the crew
hiked back down to their vehicles and the weekend’s recovery
was completed around 4:30 pm.
Parting notes:
Special thanks go out to Jim Jennings for opening his
camp to us, The Hewitt Pond Club for allowing us onto their
lands, Bill Brannon for his efforts in getting us onto Mahlon
Hill and to all the crew members who brought, prepared the
meals and helped clean up the camp. In my own personal
opinion, this was by far the single greatest recovery that I have
had the honor to be involved with. The “crew” simply out did
themselves on this recovery and has set the benchmark for
future recoveries.

Note station mark: Nickel platted cooper bolt No. 260

Respectfully Submitted,
James M. Vianna,
Superintendent, Colvin Crew

The Crew: L. to R. sitting, Jill Murray-Killon, Lori Indelicato, Rob K. Harris, Patti Brooks, Shirley
Ware, Dave Ware, Brian Magee, Jim Jennings. Standing, Rob T. Harris, Randy Paquin, James
Killon, C. Donald Carpenter, Jim Schaller, Jim Vianna, Carter O’Gorman, Jeff Storey, Art
Carpenter, Paul Miller, Ricki Brooks, Bill Brannon. Photo courtesy of Bill Killon (behind camera)

The COLVIN CREW is an honorable organization formed for the purpose of
perpetuating the Adirondack doings and dreams of that pioneer surveyor,

VERPLANCK COLVIN
www.colvincrew.org

